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AUCKLAND, Tues., AAP. - Two New Zealand pilots 
said tonight the film of UFOs taken off the Kaikoura 
coast at the weekend did not show what they saw. 

The pilots, Captain Bill 
Startup and First Officer 
Robert Guard said they 
had seen a bright white 
light, not a colored object 
as recorded on the TV 
film. 

... and the AAF 
The pilots, who fly for 

Safeair, an air cargo op­
erator, made the state­
ment after watching the 
film. 

· 

Their plane carried the 
TV crew which made the 
film for M e  I b o u r n  e's 
Channel 0. 

Both airmen denfed 
that the sighting might 
have been the planet 
Venus. 

The first officer said: 
'"We could see Venus at 
the same time but Venus 

The 

was miles away." 4-�1ie:-s�Ke:esSimnaarnn��� 
The pilots who made average of about 50 

the sightings early on sightings were reported to 
Sunday morning and in the RAAF each year, put 
the early hours of Dec- there was nothing un­
ember 21 are all experi- usual in the recent rush. 
enced. He said the reports 

Some have been flying which the RAAF calls 
for more than 25 years. unidentified aerial sight-

On the film. the object ings because lt believes 

jerked about che screen UFO is a misnomer, a·re 

leading the airmen to referred to a special sec­
suggest camera shake. tion in the Defence De­

partment, the Directorate 
of Air Force Intelligence. 
for investigation. Kept 

-

station 

They said the spectacu­
lar bright light they haci 
"atcLed in the p1e-dawn 
hours 'Off the mouth of the 
Clarence River in Marl­
borough province had 
kept station with them till 
tl1ey turned their Argosy 
cargo plane toward it. 

The Vllellington cam�ra­
man who shot the film 
for the Melbourne chan·· 
nel, David Crockett, said 
he had used a hand-ltcld 
(amera to fo.low th� ob­
ject ''which dar�ed all 
ever tl:e place:· 

The Royal New Zealand 
Air Force last night start­
ed an all-night patrol 
oYer the South Island's 
north-east coast where 
UFO sightings have been 
reported. . 

An Auckland-b a s  e d 
.Orion patrol plane was 
due in the area early 
tomorrow morning to 
sweep the sky until dawn. 

play 
it cool 

From NIKI SAVVA 

"W hav b en conduct-�-.,­
lg the investigations 
ince 1960," he said. 

··we have invesl.igated 
between 1100 and 1200 in 
that time, and we can 
readily explain 80 per 
cent as natural phenom- · 

en a.'' 
He said of the remain­

ing 20 per cent, 17 per 
cent did not give suffi-
cient data for investiga­
tion, and 3 per cent were 
unexplained. . 

•·w e firmly believe the 
majority of the 3 per 
cent are hoaxes," he said. 

The spokesman said 
the RAAF had not re­
ceived a report from the 
New Zealand Air Force on 
the UFO sightings, and 
did not expect to. 


